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NUTCES €hd

V. 230 TR 9K 93T, It s not the authority to bless the children

{ of Israel which is here conferred to {he. Aarpnides, but a duty which_js

given thein to perform. Wts does not flow from

their_well-wishing, their benevolence Bt 115 Patt_and parcel of their
senv,jgg,jﬁh::mq,,‘smbg{y. This service is defined in Deut, X,8 as "9 y9

, WY TIWH WP a1 (Vto stand and perform the service (the offerings) in
CD (? the Sanctuary and to pronounce the blessing in His Name™ LL.). And
again ibid. XXL5: ' bwa 792% 1w PPW "0 N2 o3 . So that nom

0°ai12 belongs to N and is closely associated with it. The priest stands

Ty . in service before God and pronounces the blessing in His Name and at

q 1 His bidding, Hence. only ¥niya at.the conclusion of bringing all the
@ , - offerings, did the priest bave to pronounce the blessing — Just as It says
- of.Aaron in Levit, IX,22, NRONT Doyn 4™ 0592 DY X 7P DR R XoM

© mw¥om a%Ym. And also %1333, when the people came together for prayers

outside the Sanctuary, and still today in our prayer-gatherings, &2 nom3,

1 the blessing by the _pdmts,_mumlwaiﬁ—ba_attachgd_wi_(tﬂ (the prapef
v beginning with m LL) and a%y wr mw ™aya A%y waw s 'ﬁi ;
: 172 who does not start moving towards the raised platform {127) on whic
the. priests are to pronounce the blessing, while the reader was still reciti

the. prayer for the ™3y (7%%) may not take part in pronouncing the blessin
gAthat time (Sota 38b). As accordingly &3> noma belongs to N and is.
part of the mnay, the priestly blessing has entirel
ThAY-procedures, its fneaning lies in_ its objective i

-

T it b M ey G R 30g  og g - -
the_ministering priest who pronounces_

i 3

%lts .sggrq‘if;iizﬁiﬁ expression. The stamp which “the g8t of 1R 1irsr RoBles
youthful 'priests placed on ali mmay, namely, that only the “prescribed”
is :true Ay, true “service”, but that every idea chosen of one's own fr
will, My K9 90, which God has not prescribed is 791, the opposite of
God-serving procedure, that stamp applies also, in full measure,
‘} Y I3 NITA. KL 233 PR 15N3N A3 runs the command 15, “thus”. in the
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prescribed words, in the prescribed manner “have ye to bless the childre
of Jsrael”. And the traditiopal Halacha is taught in Sota 38a n3: A MO
tpn MU, in the same words in the original language; Y2, standin,
expressing service; 00D DRI with raised hands, raised upwards toward
God (see V.27), not with horizontally outstretched hands as if they them
selves were bestowing the blessing: map 3 omp, face to face with th

” congregation; 07 %P2 in a loud voice. The_ priestly blessing has no magie:
force lying in the priests or. in the formulae. The appropriation by thog

to- be bléssed s an essential part of the blessing, yea, it is that which real
makes it into one (see V.27). The prescriptions TPRY3, WA oY

“n2". Just as [ transmit the command to you in the name of God, so ha
you to fulfil it in the name of God (n"® w1a? 128). Finally oi? maR: Yo
have to tell them, referred to the priests in Sota 38a; just as you, Mose
are to give the order to Aaron and his sons to pronouace the blessiny

to take place, otherwise the priests have not the duty nor the authorisatio__r_g;
to pronounce the blessing. The demanii‘_ﬁas to be made to them in a loud:
voice by the representative of the requirements of the congregation {113 ;s
nn-in the s8¢ in Which it is used in the 1almud; The superintendent
beadle of the synagogue NI 12 3731 pOYNNT or NOIdN WHW, not to De.
& Y
confused with 123 ™9, the yw, the reader who represents the Congregatio
in prayer, moown Berachoth 34a. If nowadays this demand is made by the
reader, he still does this only by delegation as 1m: in the name of the
congregation), and indeed after the first word has been pronounced in
response to this demand, every succeeding word of the blessing (according
to our custom even the first word too) is dictated to the priests, and they

£ have only to repeat the blessing which is dictated to them by the represen-

tative of the congregation which is to be blessed, and according to Maimon-
ides m¥en "% XIV.13 this belongs to the carrying out of the command in

- the Torah b7% "X, According to this, our priests in pronouncing the bles-

W

sing are a completely passive instrument. Only in reply to the summons

of the congregation and only in the blessing dictated to them by the

* representative of the congregation do they pronounce it. So that in truth

it is the congregation which has the blessing precribed by God pronounced
over itself through their mouths.

The summons 119" is not made to 4 single priest, 1 KNP oUY5,

173’ R % {Sota 38¢). Possibly calling on one man to pronounce

of an_overweening semblance of lustre, and perhaps that is the reason why
the_call "5 was to be omitted. The passivity demanded by the BF% T
would, in any case, be impressed on the individual priest too by 7271
being dictated to him (see 8% on n*K 128, 13). (According to some opinions
the command of B2 N272 is not given at all TNT ™ to a single M),
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